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On April 1, 2017 Statistics Canada estimated that 44,381 people were living in the Northwest Territories, a 
decrease of 0.2% from the previous year. Between January 1 and April 1, 2017, the NWT population grew 
by 118 persons. The population increase was a result of a gain of 133 persons through natural increase 
and a loss of 15 persons through migration.   

In the NWT, population growth fluctuates based on migration patterns. Historically, net inter-provincial 
migration has been mostly negative, offset by natural increase and positive net international migration. 
Between April, 1 2013 and April 1, 2017, the total negative net migration was the lowest with the negative 
net interprovincial migration of 95 persons (Figure 1). 

Figure 1 NWT Migration and Population Growth, 
April 1, 2013 to April 1, 2017 
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Between April 1, 2016 and April 1, 2017, the population in the Northwest Territories decreased by 107 
persons. The components of natural increase during this period consisted of 686 births and 233 deaths, 
resulting in a net increase of 453 persons. Inter-provincial migration accounted for 2,154 persons 
moving into the Northwest Territories from other provinces and territories, while 2,997 persons moved 
away, representing a net loss of 843 persons. Internationally, there was a net in-migration of 283 
persons. 
 
At the national level, Canada’s population increased by 1.2% between April 1, 2016 and April 1, 2017. 
Growth in the majority of provinces and territories exceeded the national level with the exception of 
Quebec (0.8%), Nova Scotia (0.6%) and New Brunswick (0.2%). Newfoundland and Labrador is the only 
other jurisdiction besides NWT that also experienced a decrease (0.2%).  
 

Table 1 Population Estimates and Annual Rate of Growth, by Province and Territory 

 April 1, 2014 to April 1, 2017 
 

  2017 (%) 2016 (%) 2015 (%) 2014 (%) 

  
1-Apr Incr. 1-Apr Incr. 1-Apr Incr. 1-Apr Incr. 

         Canada 36,591,241 1.2 36,146,780 1.1 35,750,157 0.9 35,422,086 1.1 

         Northwest Territories 44,381 -0.2 44,488 0.6 44,207 1.0 43,790 -0.1 

Nunavut 37,462 1.7 36,853 1.5 36,314 1.3 35,834 2.3 

Yukon 37,808 1.6 37,227 0.4 37,081 1.7 36,447 0.9 

         British Columbia 4,789,221 1.3 4,729,677 1.1 4,679,968 1.1 4,627,856 1.1 

Alberta 4,291,980 1.4 4,233,933 1.7 4,161,343 2.1 4,076,775 3.0 

Saskatchewan 1,161,365 1.4 1,145,318 1.4 1,129,314 1.1 1,117,131 1.7 

         Manitoba 1,332,629 1.6 1,311,778 1.6 1,291,595 1.2 1,276,111 1.1 

Ontario 14,135,610 1.5 13,923,446 1.2 13,755,697 0.8 13,644,739 1.0 

Quebec 8,371,498 0.8 8,302,995 0.7 8,242,669 0.6 8,191,844 0.8 

         New Brunswick 757,641 0.2 756,125 0.2 754,459 -0.1 755,157 -0.1 

Nova Scotia 953,173 0.6 947,503 0.52 942,621 -0.07 943,244 -0.1 

Prince Edward Island 149,790 1.4 147,770 1.0 146,279 0.6 145,420 0.3 

Newfoundland & Labrador 528,683 -0.2 529,667 0.2 528,610 0.2 527,738 0.0 
                  

 
The detailed components of population change for the Northwest Territories since 2011 are presented 
in Table 2. 
 
For more information about these estimates or for community level population estimates and 
projections, please visit the NWT Bureau of Statistics website at http://www.statsnwt.ca or call (867) 
767-9169. 
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Table 2 Components of Population Change, by Time Period 
  Northwest Territories – January 1, 2011 to April 1, 2017 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Beginning Ending   ---- Interprovincial Migration ----  Net  Error of 

  Population Population Births Deaths In Out Net  International  Closure 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2017 Jan-Mar 44,263 44,381 185 52 802 897 -95 80  -  

           

2016 Jan-Dec 44,426 44,263 687 235 1,995 2,838 -843 228  -  

           

 Oct-Dec 44,204 44,263 159 60 227 324 -97 57  -  

 Jul-Sep 44,469 44,204 172 68 432 882 -450 81  -  

 Apr-Jun 44,488 44,469 170 53 693 894 -201 65  -  

 Jan-Mar 44,426 44,488 186 54 643 738 -95 25  -  

           

2015 Jan-Dec 44,126 44,426 685 227 2,146 2,479 -333 175  -  

           

 Oct-Dec 44,392 44,426 159 59 344 448 -104 38  -  

 Jul-Sep 44,244 44,392 170 67 643 664 -21 66  -  

 Apr-Jun 44,207 44,244 170 50 594 731 -137 54  -  

 Jan-Mar 44,126 44,207 186 51 565 636 -71 17  -  

           

2014 Jan-Dec 43,760 44,126 687 217 2,259 2,452 -193 89  -  

           

 Oct-Dec 44,061 44,126 160 57 295 342 -47 9  -  

 Jul-Sep 43,889 44,061 171 64 463 431 32 33  -  

 Apr-Jun 43,790 43,889 170 49 835 873 -38 16  -  

 Jan-Mar 43,760 43,790 186 47 666 806 -140 31  -  

           

2013 Jan-Dec 43,685 43,760 689 209 1,871 2,474 -603 198  -  

           

 Oct-Dec 43,707 43,760 159 55 286 369 -83 32  -  

 Jul-Sep 43,786 43,707 172 62 312 539 -227 38  -  

 Apr-Jun 43,830 43,786 172 47 613 865 -252 83  -  

 Jan-Mar 43,685 43,830 186 45 660 701 -41 45  -  

           

2012 Jan-Dec 43,597 43,685 688 200 1,864 2,394 -530 130  -  

2011 Jan-Dec 43,258 43,597 690 188 2,169 2,274 -105 -10  48  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Note:  Net International represents the net total of all Immigrants, Emigrants, Returning Canadians, Non-Permanent Residents and Individuals Temporarily Abroad. 
Error of Closure represents the difference in population change as measured by the individual components of growth and that observed using 2011 and 2006 census-based population 
estimates.  

Source:  Statistics Canada, Demography Division.  


